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SHD2017 BRIEF REPORT - SUNDAY 15 OCTOBER 

Geelong Sustainability (GS) was delighted to coordinate Sustainable House 
Day (SHD) in 2017 with support from the City of Greater Geelong for the 
ninth year.  SHD aligns closely with our mission, which is to inform, inspire 
and connect communities to create a sustainable future and to protect our 
natural environment.  SHD also aligns with many of the One Planet Living 
principles. This major community event has evolved into an authentic and 
very effective learning experience, which inspires Geelong residents to 
adopt energy efficiency practices and technologies leading to more 
sustainable lifestyles.   

The SHD2017 program had 10 diverse properties open to the public for 
four hours on Sunday 15th October. The weather was perfect and it 

proved to be another fabulous event during which much information and knowledge was shared. 

All homeowners and onsite experts reported having a rewarding day sharing their knowledge and insights. 
We had record breaking attendances with approximately 1890 visits recorded overall.  The new homes 
were the most popular with visitors.  Despite being unlisted in Google maps, the 8.3 star award winning 
home in Jessica Way, Highton had 255 visits.  The top prize went to Lepus House, the off-grid straw bale 
house in Mt Duneed, which had 330 visits.  Barwon Water were delighted with the 100 visitors to their new 
Ryrie HQ building, which opened to the public for the first time. 

On the Bellarine the off-grid 7.7 star home in Grubb Rd with a Lithium battery had 260 visits and the solar 
rep was swamped with people all afternoon. The Tim Adam’s designed new home and BnB in Anderson Rd 
was overrun with 270 visitors. Tours were run continuously by the technical experts onsite including 
architect, builder, solar installer and worm sewerage supplier.  

SHD is a signature event for Geelong Sustainability and it receives wonderful support from our committee, 
members and supporters. To maximise the learning outcomes, GS worked with homeowners to organise 
onsite technical experts at most properties.  

We had excellent event publicity this year. In addition to adverts in the Addy, Geelong Indy and 
Bellarine/Armstrong Creek Times, most papers ran stories leading up to and/or after the event.  GS 
commissioned its new website in time to promote SHD and we regularly posted information to our GS and 
special SHD Geelong Facebook page. We also emailed info to our 1800 + email subscribers and held a 
SHD Preview: Meet the Homeowners Green Drinks event. We did a special SHD radio show on the Pulse 
The Sustainable Hour and Mik prepared a podcast. The videos produced by CoGG were very well received 
on Facebook.  We boosted the preview slideshow and it reached 10,500 people and had 6100 views. Two 
other much viewed videos are an interview with Anne Macrae about her journey (2600 views) and Tristan 
explaining solar passive design (800 views). 

We distributed various free resources including copies of our Sustainability Directory, FPG’s Smarter Homes 
Smarter Living booklet, ATA’s Sanctuary and ReNew magazines and sponsors materials. GS wishes to 
acknowledge the marketing support from City of Greater Geelong’s Environment and Communications Dept 
and the event coordination grant from Future Proofing Geelong. We also received financial sponsorship 
and/or in-kind support from numerous local businesses including: Gordon TAFE, Barwon Water, Off Grid 
Energy Australia, SO'R Construction, Thermosmart Windows, Little Constructions, Leap Ltd, Go Green 
Glazing, Homes with Integrity, f2 Design, A&A Worm Farms, Belco Group, Krugers Sheetmetal, Sacred 
Heart College, Drysdale Harvest Basket and ATA. 

A debriefing event will be held with homeowners, lead volunteers and event partners shortly to discuss 
event logistics and plan for SHD2018 which will be held on Sunday 14th October. 

  

http://climatesafety.info/thesustainablehour189/
https://www.facebook.com/SHDgeelong/videos/1490144781080534/
https://www.facebook.com/SHDgeelong/videos/1495901470504865/
https://www.facebook.com/SHDgeelong/videos/1495901470504865/
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Statistics & Outcomes 

 The data above shows that SHD2017 had record stats for visitors/open home, technical experts 
onsite and volunteers supporting the event. 

 GS assisted with the initial opening of House #4 at Mt Duneed which had 140 visit in September.  
This puts the total number of participants in SHD2017 Geelong to over 2000! 

• The national event was held on Sunday 17 September. ATA state they had a record 29,000 visits to 
205 open houses making SHD2017 the most successful in its 16 year history. Their patronage 
averaged 141 visits/house with 6-hr opening time ie. 23.5 visits/hr. 

• Geelong’s SHD day was Sunday 15 October. Geelong had 1890 visits to the 10 open houses, 
averaged 189/house ie. 47.3 visits/hr.  

• This comparison shows our Geelong event had twice ATA’s hourly visitor rate. 
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SHD, without whom there is no event. 

• We also want to thank the many technical experts who provided in-kind support and were kept busy 
all day giving tours, sharing info and answering questions. 

• GS wishes to acknowledge the marketing support from City of Greater Geelong’s Environment and 
Communications Dept and the event coordination grant from Future Proofing Geelong.   

• GS appreciates the financial support provided by its event sponsors. 
• As the SHD Coordinator, I contributed over 400 hours work of which most (67%) was in-kind. I wish 

to thank Sara van der Meer, John Pearce, Dan Cowdell and Noreen Nicholson who assisted in the 
event planning and on the day and to Phil Hines who again provided pro bono photography services.  

Social media & web links 

Geelong Sustainability’s SHD page - www.geelongsustainability.org.au/shd  
GS special SHD Geelong event Facebook site - www.facebook.com/SHDgeelong/ 
Podcast of special SHD show on The Sustainable Hour - http://climatesafety.info/thesustainablehour189/  

SHD2017 MEDIA & PHOTOS 

 
 

Homeowner Anne Macrae, Builder Shamus O’Reilly and 

Designer Cameron Bell appeared with Event 

Coordinator, Vicki Perrett on a special SHD show on 
The Sustainable Hour on the Pulse 94.7FM. 

October Green Drinks previewed the SHD2016 open 

houses with a Meet the Homeowners. 

Year # Houses # Attendees Av Visits # Vollies # Experts % Experts 

2017 10 1890 189 106 43 41 

2016 14 1900 136 87 35 40 

2015 11 1160 141 62 21 34 

http://www.geelongsustainability.org.au/shd
https://www.facebook.com/SHDgeelong/
http://climatesafety.info/thesustainablehour189/
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SHD Geelong 2017 attendance statistics @SHDgeelong Facebook Age & Gender Profile 

  

Geelong Advertiser, feature about the Bell’s home in 

Highton, 14 Oct - #3 
Geelong Advertiser, GT magazine about Anne’s house in 

Anderson Rd, 14 Oct - #8 

 

 

Bellarine/Armstrong Creek Times feature about Leon & 
Karin house in Princess St, 19 Oct - #7 

#6 - Expansive heritage gardens delighted visitors in 
DRYSDALE 
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#2 - Tony Overman explains the features of Barwon 
Water’s rooftop garden  

#4 - Tristan O’Reilly begins a tour of his straw bale  
off-grid house at Mt Duneed 

 

 

#1 – Chris describes his soil regeneration practices at 
Sage Farm at Bannockburn 

#5 – Homeowner Louise & builder, Mark explain 
features of this 7.5 star family home in Wallington 

  

#9 – Robert explains how his reed bed filtration ponds 
treat septic outflows at Mannerim 

#3- Stu explains how this Highton home achieved its 
high energy rating 

 

For more information contact Geelong Sustainability’s SHD Coordinator by email, shdgeelong@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:shdgeelong@gmail.com

