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SCHOOLS’ STORY 

St Joseph’s College continues to be a leader in the field of sustainability.  The school has a 
holistic approach to sustainability and a commitment to running workshops and building 

partnerships.  Geelong Sustainability was delighted they agreed to showcase their many 

initiatives to the broader Geelong community. In 2017, their achievements were recognised 
when Sustainability Coordinator, Kelly Jenkins was awarded the ResourceSmart Victorian 

Teacher of the Year.  Since 2013, Kelly has been taking staff and students at St Joseph’s on a 
transformational journey to engage and implement sustainable practices.  

St Joseph’s has an all of school focus, introducing year seven classes to recycling responsibilities and 
developing instructional videos to enhance students understanding of recycling procedures. Year 10 students in 

Home Science have established an Energy Efficiency investigation, including the use of electromagnetic bikes 

to generate power, analysis of electricity usage in the classroom and energy audit of lights in the classroom 
and energy audits of devices. They also work with Urban Upcycle, GDP and donate bikes to Lions Club. 

All educational initiatives fulfil the acronym FICAS. 

Focus + Fun + Incentive + Comparable + Achievable + Supported 

Visitors can do a school tour to check out these recycling/sustainability initiatives on SHD including: 

 The big 99Kw rooftop solar installation  

 The talking recycling bin designed and programmed by students 

 Various recycling programs - Cut the Wrap, REDcycling, bikes and more 

 Electromagnetic bike demonstration 

 Energy audit of appliances and light bulbs 

 Edible garden, Aquaponics & tree planting 

Community partners also exhibiting in the courtyard: 

 Find out about the ResourceSmart Schools program from regional coordinator, James McLennan 

 Do you Recycle Right? Play a recycling game with Linda from noon-2pm. 

  

  



Flyer#6-StJosephsCollege SHD2018 2 | P a g e  

RESOURCESMART SCHOOLS PROGRAM 

ResourceSmart Schools is an award-winning Victorian Government program that assists schools to 
embed sustainability in everything they do, encourages real-life sustainability learning and helps 
schools save money.  Schools are assisted to take action to minimise waste, save energy and water, 
promote biodiversity and take action on climate change to benefit their school and community. 

Managed by Sustainability Victoria, the RSS program provides practical support to reduce resource 
use, make cost savings, integrate sustainability into the curriculum and share learnings beyond the 
school gate.  RSS rewards and recognises students, teachers, and schools for sustainability 
achievements through Sustainability Certification and the Annual ResourceSmart School Awards. 

ResourceSmart Schools helps schools reduce costs while giving students the opportunity to learn 
about sustainability in a tangible and realistic environment. 

Since 2008, ResourceSmart Schools has: 

 reached over 1,300 Victorian schools and 96 early learning services 
 saved participants over $20 million through energy, waste and water savings 
 avoided over 60,000 tonnes of greenhouse gases 

Talk to James to find out if your children’s school in the RSS program?  
If not, maybe they should be! 

 

 

 

Barwon South West Waste and Resource Recovery Group  

Barwon South West Waste and Resource Recovery Group (BSWWRRG) is a Statutory Authority that 
links state, local governments and industry and is responsible for facilitating an integrated approach 
to waste management and resource recovery services in our region.  They are active supporters of 
the ResourceSmart Schools program and Geelong Sustainability’s war on waste activities. 

Chat to Linda (12-2pm) & take her Recycle Right challenge 

 

EXPERTS & GROUPS ONSITE ON SHD 

 Sustainability teachers – Kelly & Mary, SJC 
 ResourceSmart Schools Coordinator – James McLennan  
 Recycle game – Linda Grant, Education Coordinator, BSWWRRG 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/School
https://www.bswwrrg.vic.gov.au/

