
 

PROPERTY #2: NORLANE 
HOMEOWNERS’ STORY 
Small Change Design and Construction, has 
developed a number of standard designs for 
small homes. This Norlane house is an example of 
her ‘XS Quark’ model customised, to suit the 
block. She has built another one next door to her 
own home. 

 
Walking into the house, an entry space opens 
into a bright kitchen/living room area. There’s a 
study nook at the extension of the entry, facing 
the bedroom which has a built-in robe. A 
bathroom and laundry are tucked into the 
south-west corner of the house. To create room 
for storage, the house has a loft perched above 
the kitchen, accessed by a ladder. 
 
The tiny size of the dwelling (57m2) is belied by 
the generous feeling of space created by the high 
vaulted ceilings of a steep, gabled roof made of 
Custom Orb steel, and it is the combination of 
clever design and size (and consequently low 
embodied energy) that makes the home most 
appealing from a sustainability point of view. 
 
A north-facing orientation, polished concrete 
waffle pod slab and double-glazed windows with 
thermally improved aluminium frames provide 
the passive solar credentials. Two ceiling fans are 
used to move air around and a split system 
air-conditioner is in position to heat and cool as 
needed. “The house is very stable 
temperature-wise,” Sally says. 

 

Guided tours only - Booking essential  
Tours will be conducted every 30 minutes from 

10am to 2pm (last tour starts at 1:30pm).  
 8 people per tour. Address will not be published. 

Talk to Sally, the owner/builder & designer,  
from Small Change Design & Construction 

 

A visit to this house will  
inspire and inform anyone planning  

to build a tiny or compact home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SUSTAINABILITY FEATURES 
 
Category  Features 

House type Standalone tiny house completed in 2017  

Lifestyle Single or couple 

Project Type New build 

Designer & Builder Small Change Design and Construction 

Building type Lightweight construction (timber frame) 

Sustainable design One-bedroom house designed to minimise material wastage and promote compact 
living. Airtight house design with cross flow ventilation and natural light and 
ventilation. 

Energy rating 7 stars, NatHERS rating 

Sustainable materials Roofing: Metal (Colorbond) 
Walls (external & internal): James Hardie Scyon Axon cladding 
Windows & doors: Double glazing, Low-e, films 

Energy efficiency Draught proofing, efficient lighting, efficient appliances 

Insulation Ceiling: Sisalation blanket R1.3 plus Earthwool insulation R4.0 in raked roof space 
External walls: Bulk – Earthwool, Rating: R2.5 

Renewable energy Small solar photovoltaic system to be installed in future 

Heating & cooling Passive: Cross ventilation, Thermal mass 
Active: Ceiling fans, Split system air conditioner 

Water heating Solar hot water (flat panel) 

Fixtures & fittings Gas-boosted solar hot water system, LED downlights, low-VOC paints 

Water harvesting & 
saving 

3-star WELS water-saving shower head, 4-star WELS toilet suite, low flow taps 
Above ground rainwater storage, 1000L 

 

EXPERT ONSITE ON SHD 
Sally Wills, Designer & builder from Small Change Design and Construction 
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